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Acute Effects of Dynamic Stretching
on Peak and End-Range Functional
Hamstring/Quadriceps Strength Ratios

Dinamik Germe Egzersizinin Zirve ve Eklem
Hareket Acikliginin Ug¢ Acilarindaki
Fonksiyonel Hamstring/Quadriceps

Kuvvet Oranlar1 Uzerine Etkisi

ABSTRACT Objective: Although recent studies have shown that dynamic stretching may improve
individual muscle strength performance, its effects on the functional hamstring/quadriceps (H/Q)
strength ratio and thus on injury risk characteristics has not been investigated in depth. The aim of
this study was to assess the effects of dynamic stretching on functional H/Q strength ratios for iso-
kinetic knee extension and flexion at peak and end range moments in elite women athletes. Mate-
rial and Methods: A total of twelve healthy elite competitive female athletes (mean age 20 + 2 years,
mean height 166 + 6 cm, mean weight 58 + 7 kg) volunteered to participate in the study. All sub-
jects completed a non-stretching (control) or a dynamic stretching intervention protocol in a ran-
domized fashion on separate days. The quadriceps and hamstring muscles were stretched during
these protocols. Before (pre) and after (post) the intervention, the functional H/Q strength ratio
was calculated at 60°s-1 and 180°s-1 angular velocities. Results: The strength ratio for knee exten-
sion displayed a significant increase and for knee flexion a significant decrease following dynamic
stretching during the entire and end range of motion at both angular velocities (p< 0.05). Conclu-
sion: The effects of dynamic stretching on functional H/Q strength ratios suggest that the functio-
nal H/Q ratio do change positively following a dynamic stretching routine.

Key Words: Muscle stretching exercises; postural balance; muscle strength; women

OZET Amag: Her ne kadar bilimsel son yayinlar dinamik germe egzersizlerinin bireysel kas kuv-
vetini arttirdigini gostermis olsa da, dinamik germe egzersizinin fonksiyonel H/Q oranina ve boy-
lece de yaralanma riski 6zellikleri tizerine olan etkisi ayrintili incelenmemistir. Bu ¢alismanin amaci
bayan sporcularda dinamik germe egzersizlerinin izokinetik diz ekstansiyon ve fleksiyonu i¢in zir-
ve ve son agilardaki fonksiyonel H/Q kuvvet oranlar: iizerine olan etkisini incelemekti. Gereg ve
Yontemler: Saglikli 12 elit bayan sporcu (ortalama yas: 20 + 2 y1l, ortalama boy: 166+ 6 cm, ortala-
ma viicut agirhigi: 58 + 7 kg) caligmaya goniillii olarak katildi. Deneklere farkli giinlerde rasgele se-
¢imle kontrol ve dinamik germe protokolii uygulandi. Bu protokoller sirasinda quadriceps ve
hamstring kaslarina germe egzersizleri yaptirildi. Germe ya da kontrol uygulamasindan 6nce ve
sonra 60°/sn ve 180°/sn agisal hizlardaki fonksiyonel H/Q kuvvet oranlar: hesaplandi. Bulgular: Di-
namik germe egzersizleri sonrasinda tiim eklem hareket agiklig1 ve eklem hareket agikliginin son
acilariigin her iki agisal hizdaki kuvvet oranlari diz ekstansiyonu i¢in anlami olarak artis ve diz flek-
siyonu i¢in ise anlaml olarak azalma gostermistir (p< 0.05). Sonug: Dinamik germe egzersizlerinin
fonksiyonel H/Q oranlar1 tizerine olan bu etkisi, dinamik germelerin fonksiyonel H/Q kuvvet ora-
nin1 olumlu yénde degistirebilecegine isaret etmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kas germe egzersizleri; postural dengesi; kas kuvveti; kadin
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o improve muscular performance during sport activities, many ath-
letes use some type of pre-participation warm-up routine to prepare
themselves for athletic practice or competition. Traditionally, these
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warm-ups include some form of stretching which is
common in a multitude of sports.! It is typically be-
lieved that increasing joint range of motion or fle-
xibility would promote greater sporting ability by
improving muscular performance and reducing the
risk of musculoskeletal injury.>® Athletes and co-
aches use many different types of stretching that
are usually based on their personal preference only.
No optimal type or amount of stretching, however,
has been identified. There are various techniques
of stretching, including ballistic, proprioceptive ne-
uromuscular facilitation (PNF), static and dynamic
stretching.? Although recent studies show that dy-
namic stretching exercises does not seem to affect
1RM strength in the bench and leg presses and not
result in an increase in vertical jump height or for-
ce,*> some evidence still exists indicating that dyna-
mic stretching exercises may improve muscle
strength performance.®’ This has implications for
athletes involved in sports that require high levels
of strength and force production. Therefore, rese-
archers have proposed that static stretching prior
to competition may hinder performance, prompt-
ing recommendations that static stretching be
omitted or replaced by dynamic stretching during
warm-ups.®® On the other hand, since no study to
date has directly investigated the effects of dyna-
mic stretching on musculoskeletal injury risk cha-
racteristics, the role of dynamic stretching remains
unknown.

It has been suggested that thigh muscle imba-
lance between the quadriceps and hamstring mus-
cles is a potential mechanism for increased injury to
the lower extremities.'® Although there are a vari-
ety of measurement techniques, the hamstring/qu-
adriceps (H/Q) ratio has been used in both clinical
and laboratory research as a balance of strength in-
dicator among muscles spanning the knee joint, as
it expresses the function of two opposing (agonist
and antagonist) muscle groups and provides a com-
prehensive description of reciprocal muscle functi-
on.'"2 Previous authors have suggested that the
agonist-antagonist strength relationship for knee
extension and flexion may be better described by a
functional knee flexion/knee extention (KF/KE) ra-
tio of eccentric hamstring to concentric quadriceps
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muscle strength (ECCyp/ CONgg, representative of
knee extension) or concentric hamstring to eccen-
tric quadriceps muscle strength (CONyp/ECCgy,
representative of knee flexion) rather than the con-
ventional ratios that are often used (CONgz/CON-
kp)- P13 It was shown that such reciprocal muscle
group ratios provide information on knee functi-
on, injury risk and knee joint stability."* Any im-
balance in the functional ratio implicates a
predisposing factor towards injury.'>'® Interes-
tingly, a previous study that used conventional and
functional ratios of the knee demonstrated that an
ECCyp/CONgg ratio of less than 0.6 at 60°s-1 rep-
resents a 77.5% probability of hamstring muscle in-
jury in elite soccer players.!” It was reported that
the alteration of normal reciprocal strength balan-
ce about the knee joint may be affected by injury,
detraining or training.'®!? In the literature, howe-
ver, the effects of dynamic stretching during the
pre-participation training routine on these functi-
onal strength ratios has not been reported.

The purpose of this study, therefore, was to in-
vestigate the effects of dynamic stretching of both
the quadriceps and hamstring muscles on functio-
nal H/Q strength ratios for knee extension and fle-
xion at peak and end range moments in elite
women athletes.

I MATERIAL AND METHODS
SUBJECTS

A total of twelve healthy Caucasian females volun-
teered to participate in the study. The mean value
for age was 20 + 2 years, for height was 166 + 6 cm,
and for weight was 58 + 7 kg. All subjects were eli-
te competitive athletes and members of National
Athletic Clubs. They participated in regular athle-
tic sports activities, such as hammer throw, triple
jump, heptathlon, high jump, 100 meter hurdles,
and long- and middle-distance track events. Trai-
ning backgrounds were determined according to
declarations made by the team coaches and the ath-
letes. On average, they were regularly trained for
10 + 3 hours per week for 7 + 2 years. The test pro-
cedure assessed the dominant leg, which was the
right leg for all subjects. Limb dominance was de-
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termined by asking subjects which leg they would
use to naturally kick a ball. Subjects were excluded
from the study if they had a current or recent lower
back, hip, knee, or ankle-related injury, had com-
plained of pain, swelling, or functional limitations
in these joints or had apparent limitations in knee
range of motion. After being informed of the study
and test procedures and any possible risks and dis-
comfort that might ensue, their written informed
consent to participate was obtained in accordance
with the Helsinki Declaration.?

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE

Prior to the experiments, each subject visited the
laboratory to receive instructions and to participa-
te in a familiarization trial to practice testing knee
extensor and flexor strength in concentric and ec-
centric modes at selected angular velocities. During
the second laboratory visit, all subjects completed
a non-stretching (control) and dynamic stretching
intervention protocol in a randomized order on se-
parate days. The test procedure was conducted on
two nonconsecutive days and was completed wit-
hin one week. Before (pre) and immediately after
(post) the stretching or control intervention, con-
centric and eccentric isokinetic peak torque for
knee extension and flexion were measured and the
functional H/Q strength ratios were calculated.
Each subject performed a five-minute warm-up at
50 W on a stationary cycle ergometer prior to the
initial isokinetic testing on all test days. The avera-
ge duration of the dynamic stretching procedure
was 6 + 1 minute. In the non-stretching (control)
period, each subject was given a five-minute rest
interval in a sitting or supine position with both
legs extended.

DYNAMIC STRETCHING EXERCISES

In order to stretch the quadriceps and hamstring
muscles in the dominant limb, two dynamic unas-
sisted stretching exercises were designed for both
the extensor and flexor muscle groups. Each sub-
ject contracted the antagonist of the target muscle
(either the quadriceps or hamstring) intentionally
in standing upright position and flexed or extended
some joints once every 2 seconds so that the target
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muscle was stretched. Prior to performing each
stretching exercise, we explained to the subjects
the muscle groups which should be contracted. The
subjects performed two repetitions of every stretc-
hing exercise. Each stretching was performed five
times, slowly at first, and then 10 times as quickly
and powerfully as possible without bouncing. Bet-
ween each stretching repetition and at the time of
changing the stretching exercise and the muscle
group, subjects stood upright for a 15 second rest
period. Total duration of the dynamic stretching
was 6 + 1 minute. Although it is generally recom-
mended that stretches were held for longer periods
of time, the given time was chosen because it was
the amount of time that the athletes typically held
stretches prior to activity.

Quadriceps: (a) in standing upright position
the subject contracted her hamstrings intentionally
and flexed her knee joint so that her heel touched
her buttock.

(b) in standing upright position the subject le-
aned forward and raised her foot from the floor
with her hip and knee lightly flexed. Then, the
subject contracted her hip extensors and hamstring
muscles so that her leg was extended to the poste-
rior aspect of the body while the hips nearly come
to full extension and the knee to full flexion.

Hamstring: (a) in standing upright position the
subject contracted the hip flexors intentionally
with knee extended and flexed her hip joint so that
her leg was swung up to the anterior aspect of her

body.

(b) in standing upright position the subject
contracted her hip flexors and flexed her hip joint,
raising her thigh parallel to the ground with her
knee joint flexed at about 90°. Then, the subject
contracted her quadriceps with the height of her
thigh maintained and extended her knee joint so
that her leg extended to the anterior aspect of her

body.
ISOKINETIC TESTING PROCEDURE

The Cybex NORM isokinetic system (Lumex, Inc.,
Ronkonkoma, New York, USA) was used to mea-
sure the concentric and eccentric peak torque (PT)
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of the quadriceps and hamstring muscles. The
Cybex NORM dynamometer is a hydraulically dri-
ven and microcomputer-controlled device that op-
erates with a continuous passive motion, in
isometric, isotonic and isokinetic concentric and
eccentric modes. The Cybex dynamometer was
calibrated as part of the regular equipment mainte-
nance schedule for this testing device.?!

The knee to be tested was placed on the knee
flexion-extension plate of the Cybex NORM devi-
ce and was secured with Velcro straps, according
to the manufacturer’s instructions for isolating kne-
e flexion and extension.?! The length of the dyna-
mometer was adapted to the length of the knee for
each subject. Standard stabilization strapping was
placed across the distal thigh and chest, and place-
ments were limited to grasping the waist stabiliza-
tion strap. Range of motion was set between 10°
and 90° knee range of motion angles (0° indicating
full knee extension). To familiarize themselves
with the testing device, subjects were instructed to
perform three active repetitions of knee movement
ranging from 90° to 10° knee range of motion befo-
re the testing session began. The same investigator
performed all tests to ensure standardization. Sub-
jects were instructed to exert 100% effort and rece-
ived positive feedback during testing. The
concentric and eccentric PT measurements were
carried out separately; the eccentric measurement
followed the concentric measurement. At the be-
ginning of the test condition, subjects were allo-
wed three submaximal contractions of the
quadriceps and hamstring muscle group to famili-
arize themselves with the test conditions. Subjects
were then given four maximal contractions at the
angular velocities of 60°s-1 and 180°s-1. Eccentric
strength measurement was performed at the same
angular velocities as for the concentric measure-
ment. A one-minute rest was allowed between
each test, and a minimum of a three-minute rest
was permitted between the concentric and eccen-
tric measurements to prevent the build-up of fati-
gue. The best PT of the four maximal contractions
for each test condition during the entire range of
motion and end range of knee extension and flexi-
on (see below) was collected and used in the func-
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tional H/Q muscle strength ratio analysis.

FUNCTIONAL HAMSTRING/QUADRICEPS MUSCLE
STRENGTH RATIO

Four different H/Q strength ratios were obtained.
Hamstring to quadriceps muscle functional
strength ratios were calculated based on the peak
moment obtained during the entire range of knee
extension and flexion (90° to 10° and 10° to 90°, re-
spectively). In addition, since the antagonist mus-
cles are more important during the end range of
motion to decelerate limb movement, we also cal-
culated the functional ratio in the end range of
knee extension (30° to 10°) and flexion (60° to 90°).
This was also done to better approximate the func-
tional dynamics of the knee. The functional H/Q
strength ratio representative of knee extension
(ECCk/CONgp) was determined as the maximal
eccentric hamstring moment divided by the maxi-
mal concentric quadriceps moment. For knee flex-
ion (CONgw/ECCky), the ratio was calculated by
taking the maximal concentric hamstring moment
divided by the maximal eccentric quadriceps mo-
ment. All ratios were calculated separately at each
of the respective joint ranges of movement: (a) en-
tire knee extension (90° to 10°), (b) entire knee fle-
xion (10° to 90°), (c) end range of knee extension
(30° to 10°), and (d) end range of knee flexion (60°
to 90°).

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

Statistical analysis was performed with SPSS versi-
on 10.0 software (SPSS Inc, Chicago, IL, USA). Me-
ans and standard deviations were used to describe
all variables. All tests were two-tailed and the level
of significance was set at p< 0.05.

Non-parametric statistical testing was chosen
because of the limited number of subjects included
in this study. Statistical differences between the
groups (non-stretching (control) and dynamic
stretching) before and after the stretching inter-
vention were investigated using a Mann-Whitney
U test. In addition, the statistical differences wit-
hin the groups between pre- and post-stretching
were investigated using Wilcoxon’s signed rank
test.
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I RESULTS

Tables 1 and 2 represent the functional H/Q
strength ratios during the entire and end range of
motions in the two groups for the knee extension
and flexion movements, respectively. As shown in
Table 1, there were no significant differences for
knee extension between the groups at the pre- and
post-intervention measurements, both during the
entire and end range of motion (p> 0.05). On the
other hand, this strength ratio for knee extension
displayed a significant increase following dynamic
stretching during the entire and end range of mo-
tion at both angular velocities (p< 0.05), whereas
no change was obvious in the control intervention
(p> 0.05).

Similarly, the functional strength ratio for the
knee flexion movement (Table 2) exhibited also a

TABLE 1: Functional H/Q muscle strength ratios

for knee extension during the entire and end range
before and after stretching intervention in the two groups

(Mean + SD).
Control Dynamic
Before After Before After

ER-Ext-60 1.07+£028 1.06+0.26 096+£028 1.03+0.28"
ER-Ext-180 148+040 1.50+0.38 148+039 1.56+0.35
Ext-60 0.68+0.18 0.70+0.15 063018 067+0.16"
Ext-180 117+028 1.18:0.24 1.19+027 1.23:0.26

Extension, 60: 60°s-1 angular velocity, 180: 180°s-1 angular velocity,
*p< 0.05 (between pre- and post-intervention).

p> 0.05 (between the groups at pre- and post-intervention).

H/Q: Hamstring/Quadriceps; ER: End range.

TABLE 2: Functional H/Q muscle strength ratios
for knee flexion during the entire and end range
before and after stretching intervention in the two groups
(Mean = SD).
Control Dynamic
Before After Before After
ER-Flex-60 0.54+021 054+£022 0531015 047+0.11%
ER-Flex-180 0.45+0.10  0.44 +0.09 0.47+017 0.39+0.11"
Flex-60 0.60+0.12 0.59+0.10 062014 057+0.10*
Flex-180 0.48+0.10  0.47 +0.08 047 +0.11  0.42+0.09°

Flex: Flexion, 60: 60°s-1 angular velocity, 180: 180°s-1 angular velocity,
*p< 0.05 (between pre- and post-intervention).

p> 0.05 (between the groups at pre- and post-intervention).

H/Q: Hamstring/Quadriceps; ER: End range.
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no significant interaction between the groups befo-
re and after the intervention (p> 0.05). However,
the functional strength ratio represented a signifi-
cant decrease following dynamic stretching during
the entire and end range of motion at both angular
velocities (p< 0.05), whereas no change was evident
in the control intervention (p> 0.05).

I DISCUSSION

As stretching exercises are traditionally recommen-
ded before most physical activities, it is important to
determine the extent to which a stretching routine
may influence performance of the main activity as
well as the injury risk of the related joints or musc-
les. Despite the existence of many various study re-
sults about the effects of dynamic stretching on
tasks>??  and

strength,*¢792 its effects on injury risk characteris-

some functional muscle
tics have not been investigated in depth. It is known
that the musculature around the knee plays an im-
portant role in the prevention of injuries. In additi-
on to the strength of these individual muscles, an
additional factor in injury prevention or risk deter-
mination is the ratio of strength between agonist
and antagonist muscles.”’?® In rehabilitation and
sports medicine, various lower limb strength imba-
lance ratios are commonly used to monitor
rehabilitation programs and to identify possible risk
factors for developing knee or hamstring injury and
re-injury.'”? Besides, the eccentric antagonist/con-
centric agonist strength ratio has also been investi-
gated in the shoulder and ankle joints.***! On the
other hand, the strength ratio that has received the
most attention in the literature is the hamstring to
quadriceps (H/Q) strength ratio. The measurement
of the balance of strength between the hamstring
and the quadriceps muscles seems to be important
for injury prevention. A “normal” H/Q strength ra-
tio of 0.6 is frequently used as an injury prevention
and rehabilitation goal.'”” In addition, Knapik et al
demonstrated that female collegiate athletes with
low H/Q strength ratios presenting with high spe-
ed isokinetic measurements had a higher incidence
of ACL injury.” Given that dynamic stretching re-
sults in acute strength increments of a specific mus-
culature, no study to date has demonstrated a clear
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relationship between dynamic stretching and injury
risk characteristics through the measurement of an
imbalance in thigh muscle strength (deducted from
functional H/Q strength ratio). Therefore, the aim
of the current study was to evaluate the acute inf-
luence of dynamic stretching on functional H/Q ra-
tios. In brief, the results of our study, which was
carried out with elite women athletes, revealed that
dynamic stretching routines, which include dyna-
mic stretching exercises of the knee extensors and
flexors, did alter the functional H/Q strength ratios
for knee extension and flexion during the entire
range of motion or end ranges.

Studies have reported that evaluation of the
H/Q strength ratio and of antagonist co-activation
may contribute to identification of normal knee
function and muscle balance with which patholo-
gical states could be compared.?® This may help to
explain the causes of hamstring and knee injuries,
and may help athletic trainers develop a preventi-
ve approach through correct training and rehabili-
tation.'? The H/Q strength ratio has, until recently,
been based on the concentric strength of these two
muscle groups and been expressed in a conventio-
nal manner.* This situation, however, does not ari-
se during functional movements. Instead, eccentric
antagonist co-activation and serial elastic tension
resist concentric agonist contraction eccentri-
cally.®® Aagaard et al suggested that a more functi-
onal ratio calculated by dividing eccentric strength
of the hamstrings by the concentric strength of the
quadriceps may better describe the capacity for
muscular knee/joint stabilization compared with
the traditional CONy/CONgy ratio.!*!3 Indeed,
during knee extension, the concentric action of the
quadriceps muscle (the prime mover) is combined
with an eccentric contraction of the hamstring (the
stabilizer). This co-activation of knee flexor musc-
les helps to counteract the shear and rotation of the
tibia that occurs during maximum knee extensi-
on'" by increasing the posterior pull and joint
stiffness and reducing anterior laxity force during
quadriceps loading to oppose its force.** This helps
to prevent overextension, decelerating the leg pri-
or to full extension and stabilizing the knee joint
throughout the range of motion.* In other words,
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the hamstring must lengthen during knee extensi-
on and, if it is relatively weaker than the quadri-
ceps, a strain may occur. The same is valid during
knee flexion, in which case the eccentric strength
of the quadriceps muscle resists the concentric
strength of the hamstring muscle in order to stabi-
lize the knee joint in this direction. Evaluation of
isokinetic eccentric antagonistic strength relative
to concentric agonist strength may therefore provi-
de useful information that describes the maximal
potential of the antagonistic muscle group. This co-
uld be more useful in determining an injury risk
compared to the conventional H/Q strength ratio.
Conversely, it is possible that the antagonist co-ac-
tivation is more important at the end range of mo-
tion in order to control limb movement. To control
for this, we calculated the functional H/Q strength
ratio at the end ranges of knee extension (30° - 10°)
and flexion (60°-90°), as well as during the entire
range.

When the functional H/Q strength ratio for
knee extension was taken into consideration, the
ratio obtained from the peak torque values during
the entire range of motion before the intervention
was 0.68 and 0.63 at low angular velocity (60°s-1)
and 1.17 and 1.19 at high angular velocity (180°s-
1) for the control and dynamic stretching groups,
respectively. Although no change was seen in the
control intervention, dynamic stretching signifi-
cantly increased the functional strength ratio both
at 60°s-1 (from 0.63 to 0.67) and 180°s-1 (1.19 to
1.23) test velocities. Dynamic stretching, therefore,
did alter the functional H/Q strength ratios, paral-
lel to observations reported in previous studies for
individual muscle strength performance. Based on
the higher functional H/Q strength ratios after
stretching for the knee extension, our results sug-
gest that dynamic stretching performed in a pre-
participation warm-up routine could decrease
injury risk characteristics. Further research in this
area is also necessary to address the injury risk fe-
atures that follow dynamic stretching. The enhan-
ced strength ratio after stretching could be due to
three factors: 1) an increase in eccentric hamstring
strength; 2) a decrease in concentric quadriceps
strength; or 3) a combination of both. Based on the
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previous literature that dynamic stretching has pos-
itive effects on muscle performance,®” our opinion
is that dynamic stretching has increased eccentric
hamstring strength more than concentric quadri-
ceps strength, in spite of decreasing only concentric
quadriceps strength. On account of this, higher ec-
centric hamstring strength as to concentric quadri-
ceps strength means that this could help reduce
excessive anterior displacement of the tibia on the
femur during knee extension. By this way the kne-
e joint goes to a more stabilized condition and thus
injury risk characteristics are lowered. In addition,
the hamstring has the capacity to lengthen during
knee extension and a strain injury occurrence co-
uld be reduced also.

The functional H/Q strength ratios in our study
are consistent with those reported in previous stu-
dies that calculated the functional ratio for knee ex-
tension during the entire range."'*** Donne and
Luckwill reported an average ECCgy/ CONgg mo-
ment ratio of 0.63 throughout the range of mo-
tion.* It is important to note that they did not take
muscle length (i.e., joint angle) into account in the-
ir analysis. Dvir showed that the ratio derived from
low/medium test velocities were typically within
the range of 0.95-2.05 for healthy adults.’” Taking
joint angle and a change in angular velocity into
consideration, Aagaard et al. showed that the func-
tional ECCy/CONyp strength ratio increased abo-
ve 1.00 with increasing velocity.'"* The obtained
ratios were 0.6 at 30°s-1 and 1.0 at 240°s-1." Tour-
ney-Chollet et al reported that the functional rati-
os in experienced male soccer players were 0.8 at
60°s-1 and 0.88 at 120°s-1 angular velocity.** De
Ste Croix et al evaluated the functional H/Q
strength ratio for knee extension and flexion in dif-
ferent age groups of healthy female subjects.®® They
reported a functional ratio for knee extension at
60°+s-1 angular velocity of 0.8 for 17-year-old and
0.78 for 24-year-old females. Holcomb et al asses-
sed the functional H/Q strength ratio in female col-
legiate soccer players and found ratios that were
similar to ours at identical angular velocities (0.7 at
60°s-1 and 1.1 at 180°s-1)." Another study conduc-
ted in male amateur soccer players showed a ratio of
1.11 at 120°s-1 test velocity.® Finally, the reliability
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study reported by Impellizzeri et al indicated a
functional ratio of 0.71 at 60°s-1 velocity.® The
functional H/Q strength ratios reported in our study
were higher for the end ranges of knee extension
(0.96-1.07 for 60°:s-1 and 1.48-1.56 for 180°s-1)
than during the entire range of knee extension. Si-
milar results were obtained from the few studies
that calculated this ratio at the end ranges of exten-
sion.”**! Aagaard et al stated that the functional H/Q
strength ratio increases at more extended knee joint
positions.’ Their results displayed an increase from
0.6 to 1.0 for 30°s-1 and from 1.0 to 1.4 at the end
ranges of knee extension. The functional H/Q
strength ratios from the study of Kellis and Katis
were also higher (2.2 for 60°s-1 and 2.7 for 180°s-
1) for corresponding end ranges (30°-10°).*!

Based on the measurements of peak moments
from the entire and end ranges of knee extension,
the functional H/Q ratios of 1.17 to 1.23 presently
observed for fast knee extension (180°:s-1) suggest
that the “braking” action of the hamstring muscles
is equal to or greater in magnitude than the maxi-
mal quadriceps knee extension moment. Further-
more, this capacity for muscular knee joint
stabilization was progressively augmented at grad-
ually more extended knee joint positions, as indi-
cated by the values of 1.48 to 1.56 observed at the
end ranges of knee extension (30° to 10°). This was
also valid for the slow angular test velocity (60°s-
1). The functional H/Q ratio for the entire range
was 0.63-0.70, and increased to approximately
0.96-1.07 as the end ranges were approached. It is
possible that this trend may help reduce anterior
displacement of the tibia on the femur and prevent
hyperextension of the knee when necessary. Our
higher ratios obtained at the end range supports the
idea that, in a typical movement, the agonist mus-
cles produce the main force for the movement and
the antagonist activity is higher at the initial and
final phases of the movement to decelerate the limb
and control the joint.*? Osternig et al showed that
eccentric hamstring activation increased sharply
during the last 25° of a concentric knee extension.®
The values reported for the functional H/Q ratios
appeared to be consistent with the contractile for-
ce to length properties of the agonist-antagonist
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muscle synergies about the knee joint. It has been
shown that the knee extensors peak moments oc-
cur at knee angles of approximately 60-70°, while
the peak moments generated by the knee flexors
occur at 20-30°.° Furthermore, there is a decrease
in the concentric quadriceps moment from 90° of
knee flexion to 0° (full extension) throughout the
range of motion and a relative constant eccentric
hamstring moment, yielding an increase in the ra-
tio as a full knee extension is approached.'® The
high functional H/Q strength ratios observed for
knee extension at end ranges are the result of the
relationships of contractile force to muscle length
and thus peak moment. At the end range of knee
extension, the hamstring muscles approach their
optimal length and peak moment, whereas the
length to tension conditions of the quadriceps mus-
cles are increasingly compromised.

Our finding that the functional H/Q ratios for
knee flexion were lower (Table 2) than for knee ex-
tension are consistent with previous find-
ings.!3%3%4 Conversely, dynamic stretching of the
quadriceps and hamstring muscles decreased the
functional H/Q ratio for knee flexion. It is therefo-
re likely that dynamic stretching does alter the
functional H/Q ratios for knee flexion, and thus co-
uld decrease the injury risk characteristic. The de-
clined strength ratio after stretching could be due
to three factors: 1) an increase in eccentric quadri-
ceps strength; 2) a decrease in concentric hamstring
strength; or 3) a combination of both. Based on the
previous literature that dynamic stretching has pos-
itive effects on muscle performance, our opinion is
that dynamic stretching has increased eccentric qu-
adriceps strength more than concentric hamstring
strength, in spite of decreasing only concentric
hamstring strength.®’ On account of this, higher
eccentric quadriceps strength as to concentric ham-
string strength means that this could help reduce
excessive posterior displacement of the tibia on the
femur during knee extension. By this way, the kne-
e joint goes to a more stabilized condition during
knee flexion and thus injury risk characteristics are
lowered. In addition, the quadriceps has the capa-
city to lengthen during knee flexion and a strain
injury occurrence could be reduced also.

Turkiye Klinikleri ] Med Sci 2010;30(1)

In addition, the ratios were lower at the end
ranges (0.47-0.54 for 60°s-1 and 0.39-0.47 for 180°s-
1) than the ratios from the entire range (0.57-0.62
for 60°s-1 and 0.42-0.48 for 180°s-1). This finding
indicates that the hamstring muscles have a reduced
capacity for dynamic knee joint stabilization during
forceful knee flexion movements coupled with si-
multaneous eccentric quadriceps muscle contraction
approaching end ranges of knee flexion.!® It has be-
en formerly suggested that the greater mass of the
quadriceps may provide a greater visco-elastic effect,
thereby enhancing the ability to passively control
and decelerate the flexion motion.* This reduced ca-
pacity could also be attributed to the basic physiolo-
gical principles of the length to force relationship,
as the specific length to force properties were impa-
ired for the hamstring muscles and enhanced for the
quadriceps muscles during end ranges of knee flexi-
on. Alternatively, current literature suggests that
this could also be a manifestation of the fact that
hamstring muscles are used to a much greater extent
than quadriceps muscles for limb deceleration dur-
ing knee extension movements.*

It is also necessary to consider the reason why
dynamic stretching could impact on concentric
and eccentric quadriceps and hamstring muscle
strength. Previous studies suggested that dynamic
stretching exercise might produce positive effects
on muscular performance by an elevation of mus-
cular temperature or post-activation potentiation
caused by voluntary contractions of the antagonist
of the target muscle.5”-?*244446 Bishop cited possib-
le factors related to temperature and signified to
decreased stiffness of the muscles and joints; incre-
ased sensitivity of nerve receptors and increased
transmission rate of nerve impulses; changes in the
force-velocity relationship; and increased glycoge-
nolysis, glycolysis, and high-energy phosphate
degradation.*® Another possible mechanism is
post-activation potentiation (PAP). PAP is com-
monly defined as an increase in the efficiency of
the muscle to produce force after a conditioning
contractile activity.”” The principal mechanisms of
PAP are considered to be phosphorylation of myo-
sin regulatory light chains, which renders the ac-
tin-myosin interaction more sensitive to Ca**
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released from the sarcoplasmic reticulum. Increa-
sed sensitivity to Ca* has the greatest effect at low
myoplasmic levels of Ca*, and thereby improving
muscular performance.*” Yamaguchi and Ishii hy-
pothesized that the increase in force output after
dynamic stretching were caused by an enhance-
ment of neuromuscular function, and they impli-
ed that the dynamic stretching had PAP effect on
performance.®’ To explain the possible mechanism
for the probable increase in eccentric strength, ac-
tivity of the muscle spindles could be scrutinized.
Normally, in response to a quick discontinuous
stretch, as is in dynamic stretching, the muscle
spindle is stimulated which ultimately heightens
activation of the motor neurons innervating the
stretched muscle.* This increased neural drive to

the stretched muscle may have elevated the eccen-
tric torque production of the quadriceps and ham-
string muscles.

I CONCLUSION

It is generally thought that dynamic stretching in-
creases individual muscle strength. It has therefo-
re been suggested that dynamic stretching be
replaced for static stretching during pre-participa-
tion routines in order to prevent a negative influ-
ence on performance. Our study shows that
functional H/Q strength ratios do change in a posi-
tive manner following a dynamic stretching routi-
ne. Athletes not involved in strength-based sport
activities can confidently perform dynamic stretc-

hing during warm-up.
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