
--

Turkiye Klinikleri J Med Ethics 2008, 16 53

Plagiarism Accusation About
Turkish Physicists

Dr. Murat CĐVANER
Deontoloji ABD, Uludağ Üniversitesi,
Tıp Fakültesi, BURSA
Ge liş Ta ri hi/Re ce i ved: 22.02.2008
Ka bul Ta ri hi/Ac cep ted: 22.02.2008
Ya zış ma Ad re si/Cor res pon den ce:
Dr. Murat CĐVANER
Uludağ Üniversitesi TIp Fakültesi, 
Deontoloji ABD, BURSA
mcivaner@gmail.com

Cop yright © 2008 by Tür ki ye Kli nik le ri

De ar Edi tor, 
n an ar tic le pub lis hed in Na tu re da ted Sept 6, 2007, it was sta ted that ne arly
70 ar tic les of 15 sci en tists from 18 Mart, Dic le and Mer sin uni ver si ti es ha -
ve be en re mo ved from a po pu lar prep rint ser ver by al le ga ti on of pla gi a rism.1

So me po ints in the ar tic le such as va lu e-la den sta te ments, ge ne ra li za ti ons, and
that not ta king in to con si de ra ti on of a system which ur ges aca de mi ci ans pub-
lis hing with an ori en ta lis tic po int of vi ew in anot her lan gu a ge that they ha ve
not be en edu ca ted ap prop ri a tely, ge ne ra ted the tho ught of wri ting to the edi-
tor of Na tu re. I wo uld li ke to sha re this let ter, which was re jec ted by Na tu re,
with our aca de mic com mu nity, and sen ding yo ur jo ur nal by ho ping it to be ac-
cep ted for pub lis hing. 

“Sir, 
Cer ta in is su es ra i sed by Mr.Brum fi el’s ar tic le (“Tur kish physi cists fa ce ac cu -
sa ti ons of pla gi a ris m” Na tu re 449, 8, 2007) must be ad dres sed. It mustn’t be
over lo o ked that as yet the re isn’t eno ugh in for ma ti on to as sess the si tu a ti on
tho ro ughly, and this es sen ti ally prec lu des the abi lity to ma ke an et hi cal
analy sis of the si tu a ti on. Alt ho ugh they con ta in so me fal la ci es such as ad po-
pu lum and non se qu i tor, so me of the ar gu ments ma de in the ir own de fen se
by the ac cu sed aca de mi ci ans de ser ve to be con si de red se ri o usly. For ins tan -
ce, they ha ve pub licly dec la red that so me of the ar tic les they ha ve be en ac-
cu sed of pla gi a ri sing we re pub lis hed af ter the ir work. The re fo re lan gu a ge
such as “al le gedl y” or “se em to be in vol ve d” is cor rect, not po li ti cally but fac-
tu ally. Ho we ver, the sen ten ce, “The re are so me cul tu res in which pla gi a rism
is not even re gar ded as dep lo rab le” is a co un ter-examp le. I’m not awa re of
any so ci o lo gi cal re se arch con cer ning this pre mi se, per haps it’s tru e; ne vert -
he less, its inc lu si on ma kes the lan gu a ge va lu e-la den. Sin ce cul tu re inc lu des
mo ral va lu es which ha ve be en sha ped and chan ged by va ri o us fac tors, it’s a
mis ta ke to dis cuss the mo ral at mosp he re sur ro un ding a cer ta in sci en ti fic
com mu nity wit ho ut con si de ring the fac tors which ha ve sha ped it, such as
Eng lish bar ri ers, as Mr.Smith men ti o ned (“Ne ed to spe ak Eng lish puts bur-
den on Asi an sci en tist s” Na tu re 445, 256, 2007), and lo cal fac tors, such as
tho se in Mr.Sa ri og lu’s for mu la: “They ’re iso la ted, the ir Eng lish is bad, and
they ne ed to pub lis h”. What Mr.Sa ri og lu didn’t inc lu de is ‘the ir work sho uld
in te rest Wes tern edi tors’. If sci en ti fic work is as ses sed re gar ding edi tors’ in-
te rests per se, not the ne eds of a par ti cu lar so ci ety, then pub lis hing trans-
forms to so me kind of a pri ce to pay, and end trans forms to me ans.”
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